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 “There was a spring in my step on 
Sunday.  After an impatient two year 

wait the Australian Motorcycle Expo 
was back in Melbourne at the 
showgrounds. “  Wendy Taylor 
 
 
MotoExpo photos:  Emma Bagg 
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Melbourne Motoexpo Report  

Words: Wendy Taylor  Photos; Emma Bagg 
 
There is nothing quite like entering the main pavilion, and from the top of the stairs, surveying below 
the multitude of stands and floor displays and setting a course to make the most of the next few 

hours, all readily accompanied by much oohing, arghing, drooling, exclaiming and touching.  There’s 
the first heady scent of tyres too that I like to inhale until my sinuses hurt and eyes water.  This is a 
mecca of new motorcycles, primped and polished and reshined to perfect machine-magnificence 

ready for each day of the expo.  Ready, steady, go. 
 
Nearly everyone was here.  BMW, Ducati, Harley-Davidson, Honda, Indian, Kawasaki, MV Augusta, 

Royal-Enfield, Triumph, Victory, and Yamaha.  And there was clothing, gear, protective equipment and 
accessories galore.  Whether it is current fashion for fringes on side bags and jackets in particular -  
or I have not noticed the phenomenon before -  it seems an awful lot could get caught on and in the 

suede fringes. Much time would be devoted to cleaning these rather than being out on the road.  I’m 
just saying.  There seemed less leather than usual (apart from boots), more denim and refined fabric 
(such as Gore-Tex), and even more choice of (women’s?) clothing that sparkles.  
 

Travel adventure holidays to … well … pretty much everywhere seemed more popular than ever too. 
 

 
 
Of course the stars of the expo are the motorbikes.  I need to go beyond the sight and smell to using 
touch, to draw a fingertip along the length of a fine pinstripe adorning a fuel tank; or across a vast 

expanse of chrome so pristine with shine your eyes hurt, or to let your hand linger gently to 
appreciate the cool of engine metal.  At this point there’s only a tiny nudge in thinking needed to shift 
from the rational logic of the bank account’s current limited balance to imagining the wind in my hair, 

a sun and wind burned nose, bugs splattering in my fringes (well, there was a lovely tourer with 
stunning set of fringed side bags), while riding comfortably and confidently on a brand new 
motorcycle on a sun-mottled and twisty road drawn on a mountainside.   

 
Drooling is optional. 
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Outside in the arena along with Lukey  Luke looping the loop there were street bike and off-road bike 
stunts, trials, demos and, perhaps a bit oddly for a motorcycle expo, a strongman versus truck event.   
 

Regardless of who was doing what in the arena, there was lots of noise, movement, flying dust, dirt, 
a veil of exhaust fumes, with many exclamations of admiration at the extreme riding expertise in 
action. 

 

 
 
Eventually, worn out after about eight hours at the expo, I was forced to return to a domestic life 

sadly devoid of chrome, suede fringe, and pristine paintwork and pinstripes.  Rest assured reader, I 
tenderly patted my (mainly red and black plastic) Honda Dio scooter and made an assurance we 
would share many more fun rides in the city in the years to come. 

 
Troy Bayliss Events masterminds the Australian Motorcycle Expo and I have already checked website, 
and am pleased to report the Australian Motorcycle Expo is destined to return to Melbourne in 

November 2018.  (And for those living interstate the AME is scheduled in other cities too). 
 
Wendy “no fringes” Taylor 
WIMA AD Secretary 
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WIMA International Rallies  

 

Are you going to the 2017 Rally in Estonia. Contact  Margaret Stewart, Liv Anderson, Moira Stewart, 

Kathy O’Donnell and Lee Skinner if  you want meet or travel together. See newsletter page 2 for 
contact numbers. The WIMAWorld Facebook site has members to contact and ride with to the Rally.  
 
Kathy O’Donnell. “Husband and I have booked our flights to Europe so we can attend the 2017 rally in 
Estonia. We are looking at bikes at the moment. We think we might purchase a second hand bike to 
ride and leave it with a WIMA friend so we can ride it again next year in Finland.(We're trying to be 
economical. Don't want to mortgage the house.)”  

Visit the Estonia site to open links. www.wima.ee.   This event is for WIMA members only. 

Registration takes place through national presidents. 

 July 17th to 22nd 2017 in Jäneda village in northern Estonia. Registration starts from January 

2017 via national presidents. 

 Arrival starts from Sunday, July 16th at 2.00 pm 

 Pre Rally will take place to Pärnu and Kihnu island from July 14th to 16th 

 Who wants to stay in Estonia for an “After-Rally”, is welcome to join us in the biggest bike meet in 

Estonia Jõgevatreff that takes place from July 27 to July 30 in Jõgeva. 

 Tallinn - the capital of Estonia 

 About the program 

 How to arrive? 

 Motorcycle Rental in Estonia and Finland 

 Q&A about the Rally 

 Q&A about Estonia 

 Please route all the questions about WIMA Rally 2017 on the address rally@wima.ee 

 

2018:  Finland in Moominland from 30th July – 3rd August  
2019: Curaçao and UK 
2020: Germany 

http://www.wima.ee/
http://www.wima.ee/images/syndmused/2017/Janeda_kaart.jpg
http://www.wima.ee/images/syndmused/2017/WR2017_-_PreRally-KihnuPärnu_proof_read.pdf
http://www.jogevamc.ee/
https://www.visittallinn.ee/eng
http://www.wima.ee/images/syndmused/2017/WR2017_rental.pdf
http://www.wima.ee/images/syndmused/2017/WR2017_-_QA_Rally07.11.2016.pdf
http://www.wima.ee/images/syndmused/2017/WR2017_-_QA_Estonia07.11.2016.pdf
mailto:rally@wima.ee
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Hungary 2016 
WIMA Bikes lining up for WIMA Parade. Budapest 
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Touring India 
From www. bike.india.in 

 
In between adventures, Sheonagh & Pat were at the 2015 Phillip Island International Rally.   

Visit the horizons unlimited site for their tours through Asia and South America 
http://new.horizonsunlimited.com/tstories/dusty-old-bagscentral-america-and-beyond-2010 

 
Story & Photography: Patricia Thomson & Sheonagh Ravensdale, UK WIMA  

Never in our wildest dreams did we imagine we would be touring India on a couple of Harley-

Davidson motorcycles: the new Street 750 and the 883 Sportster. Therefore, when Bike India 
organised for us these brand-new H-D bikes, we jumped at the chance 

After Sheonagh’s last trip (on a Rajdoot 350 in 1987) she hardly envisaged cruising easily and 

comfortably on excellent highways at 120 km/h and more.  In Europe Sheonagh normally rides a 
Suzuki Bandit 600 and Pat a CBR600, so our rides are very different. Initially, we were thinking of 
buying two motorcycles for our south Indian trip. However, Bike India Editor Aspi Bhathena very 

kindly made the aforementioned H-D bikes available to us. 

Indian traffic is somewhat challenging, to say the least, and we started out somewhat nervously in 

the late December morning rush through Pune on to NH 4. We took the tunnel that carved through 
the first ghat, somewhat surprised by totally unlit vehicles in the tunnel and those that only put their 
hazard lights on and honk their way through. The highway thereafter was busy most of the way to 

Kolhapur and we soon learned to undertake the lorries hogging the outside lane, but had to watch 
out for bullying cars that tend to squeeze into any available gap. However, the surface was excellent 
and the powerful Harley engines lapped up the kilometres easily and very comfortably.  

Arrival at the next ghat and it was like being in the dodgems at the fair, with all vehicles pushing and 
jostling to get past one another on the hairpins: we had never seen anything like it. 
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Our Indian friends recommended Kodikkarai, a little off the beaten track down the coast, and booked 
us into the forest rest-house. Razzak, the manager, solemnly took us to the mess and supervised first 

our dinner and then our breakfast. Just as well as nobody spoke a word of English 

 

 
 
Follow Pat and Sheonagh  through southern India in Part 2 at www.bike.india.in 
From www. bike.india.in  See the Features>Travelogue section for the whole article  
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WIMA Australia Events 
 
WIMA Events might be organised  between Newsletters, so check the WIMA Australia Facebook site.  
 
 
Past events 
 

Kathy ODonnell  
During the past couple of months we had an impromptu ride with Linda & Gypsy. 

 
Linda Rosowski and Kathy didn't get to the Babe-raid in Echuca as planned, however Liv Anderson 
from SA did and has posted photos on our website.  

 
 
Future  

 

Sunday December 11， 2016  Birthday BBQ and ride with Kathy ODonnell, Melbourne. Email   

aunty_ratbag@hotmail.com   
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

The following was sent to Kathy O Donnell 

Hedonist Motorcycle Tours 

 

Charming accommodation, local flavors 
 

Pyrenees, the Crossing | Flavors of the SouthWest France | Colors of Andalucia 

 

The Pyrenee, a  paradise for bikers, kilometers of beautiful curves, are at the forefront 

with 2 tours.  Pyrenees | the Crossing 7d  leads you to the orange hills in Aragon 

and Pyrenees | the Great Crossing  13d which has one day more to enjoy this reserve of 

nature. 

 

Andalucia open to you on 2 tours. Reflects of Andalucia 7d'  for a great escape at the 

extreme south of Europe and the Colors of Andalucia 11d tours through  Sevilla, 

Granada and the Alhambra and Cordoba and its Mosque. Jamon Iberico, tapas and glass 

of Tinto de verano for gourmets. 

 

The real South-West France a week-end Villages & Vineyard of SouthWest 3d and the 

Flavours of SouthWest 7d  -  relaxed way of life -  gastronomy -  varied views -  colors 

from the south. 

 

 

 CONTACT  Yoann COTTIER                                   +33 (0) 6 63 79 67 13, Couffouleux - France 
 contact@hedonistmotorcycletours.com          
hedonistmotorcycletours.com  Travel Agency License IM081130004|France - 81800 Couffouleux | Sarl - RCS Albi 793 115 

91 
 

mailto:aunty_ratbag@hotmail.com
http://hedonistmotorcycletours.com/en/718-2/
mailto:contact@hedonistmotorcycletours.com
http://www.hedonistmotorcycletours.com/
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November 2016 WIMA Australia Committee Meeting Summary  
 
Saturday 26th of December 
 

Membership has increased to 25 members, plus 8 Life members.  
 
The Constitution Review  

 

A special motion to adopt a new constitution is planned for the WIMA Australia Division (AD) 2017 
Annual General Meeting. 
  
A review of the current constitution earlier this year identified dated terminology, outdated commit-
tee position roles and responsibilities, lengthy processes never used,  and silence on other matters, 
including use of technology. 
  
The WIMA AD is registered as a not-for-profit organisation under the South Australian consumer af-
fairs laws.  As the SA Attorney General had most kindly developed a set of “model rules” for NFP or-
ganisations (available to download from their website), thankfully there was no need to reinvent the 
wheel.    
  
The review has involved referencing the current WIMA AD constitution and the WIMA International 
Constitution and incorporating our unique identity and our unique peculiarities into the model rules 
to create a WIMA AD Constitution that is current, and will automatically mean our organisation oper-
ates within the South Australian compliance and governance requirements.      
  
 

 

Date and day Time Venue 

 
 Thursday February 12, 2017 

 
6.30pm 

 
RSL Club,  Ringwood. 

 

 
AGM weekend 

Friday March 31 to Sunday 2 April 2017. 
  
AGM Meeting  

 Saturday 1 April ( preceded by a 
committee meeting)   
 

 
TBA 

 
 
 

TBA  

 
The Big 4 Limestone Caves, 70-

80 Esplanade, Robe, South 
Australia 
 

 

 
 
Note the date for the AGM is different to that advertised in the last Newsletter.  Book your own       

accommodation  with Big 4 online or 1800 106 106 or https://www.big4.com.au/caravan-
parks/sa/limestone-coast/discovery-parks-robe 

 
 

 

https://www.big4.com.au/caravan-parks/sa/limestone-coast/discovery-parks-robe
https://www.big4.com.au/caravan-parks/sa/limestone-coast/discovery-parks-robe
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Therese Wallach 1909 – 1999 
 
Theresa was a “pioneering motorcyclist whose lifelong involvement in the sport included being a 
racer, motorcycle adventurer, military dispatch rider, engineer, author, motorcycle dealer, mechanic 

and riding school instructor”  ( Motorcycle Museum. AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame. 
www.motocyclemuseum.org) 
 

One of her most ambitious trips was in 1934-35 with Florence Blenkiron from London to Capetown, 
on a Panther 100 with sidecar.  Her book The Rugged Road is still available.    Short film 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UjNmXQdgqhA.  Also inspiring is 

http://motoress.com/motoressence/theresa-wallach-motorcycle-trail-blazing-woman/  
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

… finally, here is Kathy’s ticket to the German GP, 2016.  She’s a bit excited,  and I think she expected 
it to be on the front page.  
 

 

http://www.motocyclemuseum.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UjNmXQdgqhA

