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Riding in Tamil Nadu and Kerela, India.
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What are WIMA members doing in Austria?. Find out next time you are in Vienna , by attending one of their meetings.                                                                   Source:   WIMA Austria website…
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…..and in the USA they are welcoming new President Michelle Lamphere
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Source: USA WIMA Facebook
[bookmark: _GoBack]Touring India by Margaret Stewart
Couldn’t be easier - couldn’t be more fun
The southern states of Kerala and Tamil Nadu are famous for forests, mountain ranges and a relatively laid back population compared to the heavily-populated and industrialised north.  Kerela is also the one state run by a communist government. This is very good for the environment, but not so good if you expect to pick up a Chablis for dinner at the local supermarket. 
I went with friends and Kerala Bike Tours, run by English ex-patriate, Daniel Benster with local business partner Niaz and mechanic Sonthash.
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My Enfield, the military version, in Desert Storm colours. 
For us, the adventure started with being collected by Daniel, the tour owner, at midnight from the airport and dropped at a beautiful beachside resort Indriya Sands.  Up on our second floor balcony, if you get up early you can watch fishermen bring in their catch in the ocean across the road, and ducks being fed in the pond below. 
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On our way to overnight at a 1920s tea plantation bungalow, still operational and looking its 1930s age.   I dressed for dinner every night. 
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Resting between dozens of hairpin bends.  Road quality and surface changed throughout the day 
On the resort rooftop with the ocean below we got down to evening drinks and a rider briefing.  I’ve been to a number of these over the years but this is the first involving elephant warnings. 
India has domestic and wild versions of elephants blundering about, with the tame version being just as dangerous as the wild. Apparently temple elephants sometimes lose their tempers over being dressed up and paraded around festivals, and seek revenge by tossing around people, cars and tuk tuks.  I’ve seen the youtubes. 
We were heading into elephant territory - national parks – and the advice was: Give them a wide berth. Stay on the bike with the engine running.  If the matriarch is flapping her ears at you get the hell out of there.  And the big one: no selfies with the pachyderm. 
Seriously, the local papers often report the number of deaths by elephant.  To solve the problem, mobile phones are being used to tell people where the wild elephants are throughout the day. Some areas are developing vegetation corridors so the elephants can move safely through the district and not over farms 
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A big difference in the traffic is the absence of road rage: it doesn’t exist.  Horns are used and must be used to let others know where you are and what you’re doing;  no-one gets aggro. 

In rolling traffic the main rule is often might is right. So motorcycles give way to pretty much everything. They drive more or less on the left in India, and a bike is expected to go bush to avoid a truck if need be.  Traffic jams are a free-for all if you’re on a two wheeler. Anywhere goes.
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We were often close to the sea. If you get up early enough, you can watch the fishermen go out in their skiffs and come back with loads of fish.  We hung back one morning, watching them, and thought we‘d be in their way or annoying them, but they called us over and showed us what they were doing, even explaining how the money was divvied up between the different jobs, 
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Ready to leave the bird sanctuary where we spent the night in wood-panelled Oriental accommodation. 

And the bikes? Royal Enfield Bullet 500s, of course. What else would you ride, given their 65-year history of manufacture in the country?  While the 500 is now being phased out, the 350 version remains a top seller. I first rode one in the mid 90s, a version with a kick start and cross ply tyres.  

The tour was themed  ‘Tea, jungle, beaches and hairpins’.  Much of our route took in a network of national parks, which the country is throwing resources at to develop. The areas we encountered were part of a wider network that effectively created a nature corridor that spans three states.  Impressive.
And we had state border crossings!  To keep smuggling or Maoist terrorists under control the road over the border was normally guarded and sometimes rock-strewn as in it is impossible to do other than ride on the footpegs between boulders.  

You could never complain about a lack of variety.  We might start the day near the coast, cruise past fish farms, wrangle our way through the tuk tuks and buses crowding the local towns and next thing you know you’re belting down a narrow little jungle road, dodging the bigger patches of elephant dung.

Accommodation varied from The Savoy in Ooty (below) to a farm stay in cement block huts (quite comfortable) with your very own pack of roof-top monkeys at 6.00 am. But whatever goat track we rode in on, there was always a pool and pre-dinner drinks (not that easy to organise since alcohol can only be sold by government stores).
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Farewell from The Savoy, Ooty with a Happy Riding  brownie

By the afternoon, you’re clambering up a mountain range, and into tea country. It’s something to ponder next time you’re standing at your kitchen bench, spooning your preferred blend into a pot – the sheer scale of what’s required to produce the morning cuppa . Whole hillsides are landscaped to produce the stuff, with the bigger estates boasting an extensive private road network, their own schools, villages for their workers and of course factories to produce the final product.
Royal Enfields 
I rode a Bullet for several weeks in Melbourne years ago and seriously considered buying one.  They are an amiable and relaxing way to get about, and I was old-school enough to like a kick-start, just in case….
Our fleet sported local modifications such as a sari guard on the left rear and often an extra pillion handle attached to the top of the right rear shock absorber so  your lady passenger may sit sidesaddle.  Mine had a spring seat, definitely an advantage when the road surface changes thoughout the day.

Road safety is an issue, with increasing insistence that motorcycle riders should wear helmets. However the police seem benign in their approach. One of our roadside stops was so the local cops (below) could get a photograph of a bunch of westerners in all their riding gear, for a social media post.
[image: ]
Margaret, third right. 
· 
We talk about wildlife in this country, but by comparison it’s relatively benign. In Tamil Nadu, when they say don’t go wandering outside your room after daylight hours, they have good reason.  Elephants, tigers, monkeys, the Indian leopard, and a bunch of insects, snakes and deer with big antlers are about.
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In Fort Kochi we stayed at Secret Garden, a small hotel designed and built over an old residence by a woman who divides her time between India and Iceland.  Below   Accommodation at Secret Garden, Fort Kochi.  A day bed and a night bed.
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We hired a couple of tuk tuk drivers to show us around.  One included where he went to school,  and the suburbs where his family lived.  Another took us to a three hundred year old Dutch cemetery, hidden away in the suburbs, and a Portuguese museum.  We also tackled a walking spice tour led by a law student.

Travel Tips
Language: English is widely but not universally spoken.
Visas: India has an online application process that takes a little time to get your head around. Have your passport, airline ticket and accommodation details on hand so you can complete the job in one go. The system is a little odd ie you cannot apply electronically more than 30 days out from your date of travel. 
Phone/internet: Mobile coverage is pretty good and local sim cards relatively cheap. The hot tip was to get the latter at Cochin airport.
Kerala Bike Tours:  your can hire bikes and go on your own anywhere you want,  or go with the Guide and back up truck. The cost of our 12-day tour was Au$3600 per rider and $2950 per pillion. That included very good accommodation, a lot of meals, bikes and of course the guide/back-up. Find them at keralabiketours.com
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Do not annoy or feed the monkeys. They are revengeful bastards and smart and quick enough to inflict damage. This one flicked that helmet you see off the bike quite deliberately.  
International WIMA National President’s AGM July27-August 1, 2020 
The National  President’s meeting will go ahead by Zoom. 
WIMA members can nominate for any of the positions on the International Committee through the WIMA Australia National President.  All of the International positions are open for nomination. Three current officers are standing again. Åsa Öhqvist – International President;   Maris Varik – International Treasurer and Nicole Peters – International Social Media Officer.  See page 2 of this Newsletter for a list of committee positions. 
Current officer are re-elected for one year, new post-holders are elected for 3 years. If there are two or more candidates, the winner will be the candidate with the highest number of votes. In the event of a tie, the International President has the casting vote. If there is only one new candidate they will require 60% of votes to be elected. There is no similar 60% requirement for current officers standing for prolongation.
Where to tour overseas next
For those of you making plans, here is where Founding Member Linda Bick has riddenover the years.  Listen to her on Adventure Rider Radio, a weekly program that is still running.

https://adventureriderradio.com/adventure-rider-radio-episodes/alex-jackson-riding-in-south-africa-linda-bootherstone-bick-into-africa-with-a-smile

https://adventureriderradio.com/adventure-rider-radio-episodes/2015/7/9/fifty-years-on-the-road-with-linda-bootherstone-bick

Hospitality Policy
Would you like to host or help international WIMA members visiting Australia?   See the full policy on the website wima.org.au on the Membership page.
WIMA International Rallies 
	2020: Germany 27 July 2010- 1 August 2020 Wilnsdorf
CANCELLED      
      Malaysia 8-15 March CANCELLED
	2023: France

	2021: Netherlands (40th Anniversary Rally) This should be huge,  since no international rally was held in 2020. 
	2024: Australia and Poland


	2022: Switzerland
	2025: Sweden



WIMA Australia Events
WIMA Events might be organised between Newsletters, so check the WIMA Australia Facebook site. 
	Date and day
	Time
	Venue

	Annual General Meeting
The Naracoorte meeting has been deferred. 
	TBA
	TBA



Membership Renewals $15.00
Bank transfer to BSB 814282 Account 50651515.  Or a cheque payable to WIMA Australia
Please fill out the application form on the WIMA website and send, along with your payment to: The Treasurer, PO Box 57 Hamley Bridge, South, Australia 5407.
The membership money is used for the website and other admin expenses, to buy WIMA merchandise, and as a kitty for when Australia runs the International Rally – the next one is in 2024.
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